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DoT issues Rs 26.83
crore demand notice
to Vodafone Idea

New Delhi (Agency):
Vodafone Idea (Vi) has
received a notice from the
Department of
Telecommunications (DoT)
seeking payment of Rs
26.83 crore as liquidated
damages over the alleged
non-compliance with mini-
mum rollout obligations
linked to spectrum acquired
in the 2022 auction, the tele-
com company informed
stock  exchanges on
Saturday. According to the
company's exchange filing,
the notice was received on
July 31 and relates to the
rollout commitments pre-
scribed under the Notice
Inviting Applications (NIA)
for the 2022 spectrum auc-
tion. The DoT has alleged
that the telecom operator
failed to meet the stipulated
minimum rollout obliga-
tions associated with the
spectrum allocated through
the auction process and has
consequently sought liqui-
dated damages of Rs 26.83
crore. However, Vodafone
Idea stated that the notice is
currently under review and
that it is assessing the
appropriate  course  of
action. "The company is
reviewing the notice and
evaluating the next steps in
this matter," the firm said in
a regulatory filing. In addi-
tion, the telecom operator
also clarified that the notice
is not expected to have any
financial or operational
impact on its business at this
stage. The alleged violation
relates to network rollout
requirements that telecom
operators are required to
fulfil after the assignment of
spectrum under the auction
guidelines. Moreover, the
company did not provide
further details on the specif-
ic circles or spectrum bands
covered by the notice.
Shares of Vodafone Idea
ended at around Rs 13
apiece on the BSE on
Friday, up 1 per cent.

Indian companies build inventories
amid rising commodity prices, supp
chaln rlsks Report

New Delhi (Agency):
Indian companies are accel-
erating inventory build-up to
meet resilient domestic
demand while preparing for
the risk of further commodi-

ty price increases and supply |

chain disruptions arising

from geopolitical tensions in &

West Asia, according to
Bajaj Broking's August
Monthly Outlook report.
The brokerage said compa-
nies have continued to
report healthy business
momentum despite a chal-
lenging global environment
and are taking precautionary
measures to safeguard oper-
ations. "Many companies
have accelerated inventory
build-up to effectively cater
to robust consumer demand
while mitigating potential
risks from further increases
in commodity prices and

possible supply chain dis-
ruptions. These risks could
intensify should the conflict
in West Asia escalate further
or take a prolonged period to

reach a resolution,"” the
report said. The report noted
that domestic demand has
remained resilient despite
fresh geopolitical uncertain-
ties and rising global com-
modity prices. It said the
Ministry of Finance, in its
July Monthly Economic
Review, had also projected
domestic demand to remain

resilient, although commod-
ity price volatility continues
to pose a key risk.
According to Bajaj Broking,
the resilience in demand has
been reflected in the earn-
ings reported by companies
so far during the April-June
quarter. "This assessment is
broadly reflected in the
QI1FY27 earnings reported
so far, which indicate steady
top-line growth across sec-
tors, albeit accompanied by
persistent margin pressures
arising from elevated input

costs and geopolitical uncer-
tainties," the report said. The

i brokerage identified bank-

ing and financial services,
capital goods and infrastruc-

. ture, and select IT and IT-

enabled services companies

. among the sectors that have

delivered better-than-
expected quarterly perform-
ance. It said banks and
financial institutions main-
tained stable asset quality
while recording healthy loan
and credit growth, while
engineering and infrastruc-
ture companies benefited
from continued government
capital expenditure and
strong execution backlogs.
The report also noted that
select mid-cap technology
companies posted robust
sequential revenue growth
driven by strong deal wins
and data centre projects.

5 Institutional partnerships to strengthen

handloom sector, empower weavers: Govt

New Delhi (Agency):
Institutional  partnerships
with premier institutions
such as IITs and NIFTs can
develop technological solu-
tions that reduce manual
effort,
precision into traditional
weaving processes and
enhance the livelihoods of

weavers, according to an
official statement on
Sunday. Dr M. Beena,

Development Commissioner
(Handlooms), Ministry of
Textiles highlighted the
complementary relationship
between India's rich hand-
loom heritage and modern
technology, during the
address at  'Handloom
Hackathon 2.0' at the
Foundation for Innovation
and Technology Transfer
(FITT), 1T Delhi.
Organised in collaboration
with  the Ministry of
Textiles, the Hackathon
attracted over 2,500 partici-
pants, with 280 participants

integrate scientific =

representing the top 100

shortlisted teams from
across the country to devel-
op technology-driven solu-
tions for India's handloom
sector. "Handloom repre-
sents our rich heritage,
whereas technology repre-
sents the future. Through the
Handloom Hackathon, we
are combining these two
realms to uplift our weaver
community," said Dr Beena.
She further said that hand-
loom inherently promotes

sustainability and circularity
and emphasised the need for
innovation across loom
processes, design develop-
ment and modern market-
ing. She highlighted key ini-
tiatives of the Office of the
Development Commissioner
(Handlooms), including the
Indian Handmade Portal, an
e-commerce platform that
enables weavers to show-
case and sell their products
globally without third-party
intermediaries.

India surpasses US to become world's second-
fastest growing solar energy market

New Delhi (Agency):
India's installed solar power
capacity has surged by a
massive 50-fold from a mere
3 GW in 2014 to scale the
162.15 GW mark till June 30,
2026, marking the dawn of a
new era in renewable energy,
according to a factsheet
issued by the government on
Sunday. The country added
37 GW of solar capacity in
2025, surpassing the United
States in annual additions to
emerge as the world's sec-
ond-largest solar growth
market, it said. One of the
most significant develop-
ments in the solar sector has
been the decline in power tar-
iffs over the past decade. This
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was driven by bidding
through the e-Reverse
Auction mechanism, where
developers compete to sup-
ply electricity at the lowest
tarifft. As more developers
participated, the tariffs
declined from around Rs 18
per unit in 2010 to a record-
low of Rs 2.44 per unit. The
decline in tariffs has made
solar power increasingly
affordable. As a result, India
has emerged as one of the
world's lowest-cost solar
power markets. In 2025, the
Levelised Cost of Electricity
(LCOE) from utility-scale
solar PV stood at $35 per
MWh, well below the global
average of $44 per MWh.

India's solar sector has
received a major boost with
the approval of the Pradhan
Mantri Surya Sarovar Yojana
(PM-SSY) on July 31, 2026.
The scheme aims to support
5,000 MW of Floating Solar
Photovoltaic (FSPV) projects

with  co-located Energy
Storage Systems (ESS). The
ESS with a minimum storage
capacity of two hours
(10,000 MWh) will further
help states manage peak
demand. By utilising existing
reservoirs and industrial

ponds, the scheme will
reduce pressure on scarce
land resources. It will also
improve grid reliability
through integrated energy
storage. With an outlay of Rs
5,070 crore, the scheme will
be implemented from FY

2026- 27 to FY 2030- 31.
Large solar projects in India
contribute 118.79 GW of

- installed capacity. Some of

the large solar projects
include the Bhadla Solar
Park (Rajasthan), Pavagada
Solar Park (Karnataka), and
Rewa Ultra Mega Solar Park

' (Madhya Pradesh). Rooftop

solar systems connected to
the electricity grid con-

% tribute another 27.88 GW.

The remaining capacity
comes from hybrid solar
projects and off-grid solar
systems. Hybrid projects
combine solar power with
battery storage or other
power sources, while Off-
grid systems provide elec-

tricity in areas not connected
to the grid. Total non-fossil
fuel capacity reached 283.46
GW, including 274.68 GW
of renewable energy capaci-
ty. On 29 July 2025, renew-
able energy sources met 51.5
per cent of India's electricity
demand, the highest month-
ly share recorded so far. At
COP26 in Glasgow, India
announced the Panchamrit
goals, which include 500
GW of non-fossil fuel
capacity by 2030 and net-
zero emissions by 2070.
These commitments were
reflected in India's updated
Nationally Determined
Contributions under the
Paris Agreement.
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