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Omar Abdullah Calls for Easier Business Compliance in J&AK RBI Appoints Suman Ray
| as Executive Director

Srinagar (Agency):
Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah on
Tuesday chaired a meeting to
review the enhancement in the
ease of doing business across
the union territory. Office of the
Chief Minister said on X,
"Chief Minister today chaired a
comprehensive review meet-
ing on enhancing the Ease of
Doing Business across Jammu
and Kashmir. The Chief
Minister called for targeted
reforms to remove bottlenecks,
simplify ~compliances and
reduce delays, thereby creating
a supportive ecosystem for
investment, innovation and
economic growth." During the
meeting, the Chief Minister
called for targeted reforms to
identify and remove bottle-
necks and reduce delays in
business-related processes. He
stressed the need for a more
supportive and facilitative

environment  to
encourage investment, pro-
mote innovation and accelerate
economic growth in Jammu
and Kashmir. The Chief
Minister emphasised that
streamlining procedures and
addressing existing impedi-

business

ments would help create amore
conducive ecosystem for busi-
nesses and investors across the
union territory. The concerned
departments were directed to
focus on reforms aimed at
improving the ease of doing
business and facilitating eco-

India's Manufacturing Sector Expands in
August Despite Softer Demand

New Delhi (Agency): India's manufacturing sector continued to expand in August at
52.8, although firms reported softer demand conditions, which subsequently led to weak-
er increases in buying levels and stocks, according to HSBC India Manufacturing PMI
data on Tuesday. Meanwhile, hikes to selling charges were confined to fewer than 7 per
cent of panellists, as cost pressures faded and several companies sought to protect order
books, according to the seasonally adjusted data - a gauge of overall conditions derived
from measures of new orders, output, employment, supplier delivery times and stocks of
purchases. Pranjul Bhandari, Chief India Economistat HSBC, said that India's final man-
ufacturing PMI slipped to 52.8 in August, extending its decline for a third consecutive
month. Input cost pressures continued to ease, and manufacturers responded by raising
selling prices more modestly, Bhandari added. Despite the softer performance, business
expectations strengthened. Around 16 per cent of survey participants forecast higher out-
put over the coming 12 months, while the remainder expect no change from present lev-
els. Confidence rose to its highest mark since May, but remained subdued by historical
standards. Demand trends softened across two of the three industrial groups tracked by
the survey, with consumer goods the exception. Overall, new business increased at a
marked rate but one that was the slowest for five years. Panellists attributed the weaker
upturn to challenging market conditions and subdued appetite for some products.
"Export sales also rose further, with gains reported from markets including Australia,
Germany, mainland China, Spain, Thailand and the US. That said, growth of internation-
al orders eased from July," the PMI data showed. Moreover, production volumes at
Indian manufacturers continued to rise strongly in August. "Inventory data offered fur-
ther evidence of caution among manufacturers.
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nomic activity in Jammu and
Kashmir. Jammu and Kashmir
has accelerated Ease of Doing
Business (EoDB) reforms
through digitisation, compli-
ance reduction, and the launch
of the J&amp;K Single
Window System to create a

business-friendly environ-
ment. The UT was recognised
asatop achiever and ranked 5th
among all Indian states and
union territories under the
Business Reforms Action Plan
(BRAP). The government
eliminated the requirement for
numerous pre-requisite  No
Objection Certificates (NoCs),
reducing clearances to a bare
minimum for setting up busi-
ness units.

The J&K Single Window
System integrates multiple
departmental portals to provide
end-to-end online
Government-to-Business
(G2B) services. Measures
include self-certification, curbs
on repeated inspections, and
removing obsolete compliance
requirements. CM  Abdullah
continues to chair comprehen-
sive review meetings to target
remaining bottlenecks, simpli-
fy compliance.

New Delhi (Agency): The
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
on Tuesday appointed Suman
Ray as Executive Director

(ED) with immediate effect. |

Prior to being promoted as
ED, Ray was serving as
Regional ~ Director  for
Maharashtra. As Executive
Director, Ray will look after

Department  of  Deposit
Insurance and Credit
Guarantee Corporation and
Premises Department.

According to a Central Bank
statement, Ray has experi-
ence of over three decades in
the Reserve Bank, having
worked in several areas
including Currency
Management, Financial
Inclusion, Payment and

Settlement System,
Consumer Education and
Protection, and Human
Resources. Ray also served as
Secretary to the Western Area
Local Board. Last month, the
RBI appointed Monisha
Chakraborty as Executive
Director (ED). Chakraborty
will look after the Foreign
Exchange Department and
the  Financial =~ Markets

Regulation Department. As a
career central banker, she has
experience of over three
decades in the RBI, having
worked in the areas of super-
vision, foreign exchange, and

government and  bank
accounts. She was associated
with a technical Committee
set up to review the format of
the RBI's Balance Sheet and
Profitand Loss account.

Gujarat Agro Industries Corp Presents Rs 15.37 Crore Dividend

Gandhinagar (Agency):
Gujarat Agro Industries
Corporation has presented
dividend cheques totalling
Rs 15.37 crore to Chief
Minister Bhupendra Patel for
the financial years 2023-24
and 2024-25, highlighting
the state-run corporation's
contribution to the govern-
ment while continuing to
supply agricultural inputs
through a network of more
than 1,100 centres across the
state. The cheques were pre-
sented to CM Patel in
Gandhinagar on Tuesday by
Minister of State for
Agriculture Ramesh Katara
and Principal Secretary
(Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare) R.C. Meena. The
amount comprises Rs 11.14
crore as dividend for 2023-

2024-25.

Gujarat Agro Industries
Corporation, a state govern-
ment undertaking operating
since 1969, is involved in the
supply of fertilisers and other
agricultural inputs, promo-

Railways Approves Rs 170 Crore for Kavach 4.0

New Delhi (Agency):
Indian Railways has
approved deployment of
Kavach Version 4.0 on the
remaining sections covering
712 route kilometres of the
Moradabad Division,
Northern Railway, at a total
cost of Rs.170 crore, an offi-
cial statement said on
Tuesday. The approved work
will strengthen the division's
safety infrastructure through
deployment of the indige-
nous  Automatic  Train
Protection system, the state-
ment from the Ministry of
Railways said. The imple-
mentation of Kavach 4.0 will
provide an advanced safety
layer for train operations
across the identified sec-
tions, the ministry said.

Kavach is an indigenous-
ly developed Automatic

Train Protection (ATP) sys-
tem designed to enhance
operational safety. It helps
prevent Signal Passing at
Danger (SPAD), automati-
cally applies brakes when
required to avert unsafe situ-
ations, controls train speed in

critical conditions, and sig-
nificantly reduces the risk of
collisions. "The initiative
forms part of Indian
Railways' continued efforts
to expand Kavach coverage
across its network and mod-
ernise railway signalling and

train protection systems," the
statement noted. Safety on
Indian Railways has
improved markedly, with
train accidents dropping 88
per cent to 16 incidents in
2025-26 from 135 in 2014-
15 and just two in the current

669 Tonnes Onions Sold at Rs 35/keg,
Rs 210 Crore Paid to Farmers

New Delhi (Agency): Retail sales of
onions continue at Rs 35 per kg and a total
of approximately 669 metric tonnes (MT)
of the staple vegetable has been sold to
date, comprising 223 MT through bulk
channels via the e-NAM portal and similar
online platforms at prevailing mandi
prices, and 446 MT throughretail channels
across the country, the government said on

Tuesday.

The affordable onion sale is being
organised through the NCCF, the NAFED,
Kendriya Bhandar outlets, and mobile
vans, ensuring affordable availability for
"Simultaneously,
1,000 MT of onions are being transported
by road to major consumption centres,
based on prevailing market conditions and
price trends, with the aim of improving
availability and moderating seasonal price
pressures,” the Ministry of Consumer
Affairs, Food, and Public Distribution said
in a statement. Further, Rs 210 crore has
been paid directly toaround 3,400 farmers,

consumers.

ensuring timely payments.

The government said ithas begun a cal-
ibrated release of onion buffer stocks
through a hybrid transportation model

comprising railway rakes

Express) and road transport to major con-

around

(Kanda

AA A

sumption centres to ensure adequate avail-
ability and moderation of seasonal price
pressures. As part of this initiative, two
Kanda Express consignments have been
dispatched from Nashik. The first rake,
carrying 450 MT of onions, reached Delhi
in the late hours of August 27. Of this, 140
MT was subsequently distributed across
Varanasi, Lucknow, Chandigarh, and
Amritsar, with the remaining quantity dis-
tributed across the Delhi-NCR region. The
second rake, carrying 840 MT of onions,
reached Chennai on August 31. The Tamil
Nadu government plans to distribute these
onions through the Public Distribution

- 'Y y f
pe X35 {./
System (PDS) against the requirement of 1
kgpercard.

The onions are likely to be distributed
across various districts of Tamil Nadu as
per the proposed district-wise clustering:
Retail intervention efforts have expanded
significantly across 19 cities, supported by
the dispatch of over 30 trucks to ensure
widespread availability, said the official
statement. The release of onions from
buffer stocks has improved market avail-
ability and eased prices, particularly in
centres where onion consignments have
reached, such as Varanasi, Amritsar, Delhi
and nearby markets.

AALA

" in 2025-26 from 0.11

year up to June, the ministry
had informed in July.
Consequential Accident
Index -- accidents per million
train kilometres -- fell to 0.01
in
2014-15, marking a reduc-
tion of about 91 per cent.

Expenditure on safety
related activities has risen
steadily, from Rs 39,200
crore in 2013-14 to Rs
1,20,389 crore in 2026-27.
Electrical and electronic
interlocking systems with
centralised operation have
been provided at 6,671 sta-
tions and complete track cir-
cuiting at all these stations.
Interlocking  of  Level
Crossing (LC) Gates has
been provided at 10,395
Level Crossing Gates for
enhancing safety at LC
Gates.
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tion of agricultural machin-
ery and equipment, develop-

ment of agro-processing
industries and creation of
agricultural infrastructure.
During the meeting, CM
Patel was briefed on the cor-
poration's operations,

~ established

including the sale of fertilis-
ers, non-fertilisers and other
agro-inputs  to  farmers
through around 1,156 Agri
Business Centres across
Gujarat.

The corporation has also
agricultural
infrastructure facilities at
Bavla, Ahmedabad Airport,
Jhagadia, Naroda and
Mahuva. It is currently con-
structing an Agri Business
and Innovation Hub at
Tragad in  Ahmedabad,
according to the information
presented to the Chief
Minister. Meena also briefed
CM Patel on Detailed
Project Reports being pre-
pared for several proposed
initiatives, including proj-
ects related to Geographical
Indication (GI) tags, a mil-

let value-addition unit, and
a banana fibre extraction
and powder-processing
unit.

Principal Secretary to
the Chief Minister, Sanjeev
Kumar, and Gujarat Agro
Industries Corporation
Managing Director Vijay
Kharadi were also present at
the meeting. Earlier in the
day, Chief Minister Patel
and Assembly Speaker
Shankar Chaudhary attend-
ed the inaugural ceremony
of aone-day special training
workshop organised at the
Gujarat Legislative
Assembly Secretariat for
newly appointed district and
taluka panchayat office-
bearers. The  workshop
focused on various aspects of
the Panchayati Raj system.

Sensex, Nifty Extend Losses
for Second Session

Mumbai (Agency):
Benchmark equity indices
extended their losses for the
second consecutive session on
Tuesday, weighed down by
selling pressure in bank, auto,
realty and healthcare stocks
amid renewed  tensions
between the US and Iran. The
30-share Sensex declined
12.99 points, or 0.02 percent, to
76,944.28, while the broader
Nifty fell 24.60 points, or 0.1
per cent, to 24,055.80.
Commenting on Nifty techni-
cal outlook, experts said that
the 24,150-24,200 region is
likely to act as the immediate
resistance zone. "A sustained
move above 24,200 would be
required to stabilize the index
and support arecovery towards
the broader 24,300-24,400

SENSEX

NIFTY

resistance band. Until the index
decisively reclaims these lev-
els, selling pressure at higher
levels is likely to persist," a
market expert stated . "On the
downside, sustained trading
below 24,000 psychological
level could drag the index
towards the 23,900-23,800
region," an analyst mentioned.

Among the Nifty con-

stituents, Shriram Finance,
Maruti  Suzuki India and
InterGlobe Aviation emerged
as the top losers, adding to the
pressure on the benchmark
indices. The broader market
also remained under pressure,
with the Nifty MidCap index
declining 1.39 per cent and the
Nifty SmallCap index falling
0.23 per cent.
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